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Letter from the Executive Board

Greetings Delegates,

Welcome to this simulation of the Human Rights Council at Strawberry Fields 
High Model United Nations Conference 2020. We have envisioned this simulation 
to be one of the most realistic, fruitful and stimulating productions of the Council, 
and for that vision to be put into place, the impetus falls on your shoulders to work 
harder, think more critically, and adapt instantly.

It’s our pleasure to be a part of this conference and serve as executive board 
members of Human Rights Council being simulated at SFHSMUN 2020. It is our 
honour to be a part of such a prestigious event. The agenda with which we would 
be proceeding with, is of great importance and is in frequent discussion nowadays.

Delegates of our committee are requested to be well versed with the entire 
background guide as this would provide  a base to the discussion and would make 
the research easier. The first step before any MUN is to go through the background 
guide and then begin with your research on the agenda.

It’s very important to note the essence and importance of MUNs in the current 
scenario as the entire world is facing an unprecedented crisis. It will help the 
younger generation to develop analytical skills and find solutions to the problems 
which we face currently across the globe.

The UN is tasked with promoting global peace and security, and as a reproduction 
of such an organisation, it is our job  to deliberate on how this message can be 
implemented and spread beyond border, in this case through the promotion of 
human and equal living rights for all.

With this hope, we organise this MUN.

We want all of you to go through your research and debate accordingly. Be well 
versed with the topic and apply your logical analyses and avoid reading off of 
Internet sources or from research papers while in committee. Keep in mind your 
respective foreign policies and structure a dialogue accordingly to defend your 
stance. Make sure that your stance is clear and you defended properly.

Strawberry Fields High School Model United Nations Conference 2020

1



And as it goes without saying, do not hesitate in contact any of us.
All the best!

Regards,  

Strawberry Fields High School Model United Nations Conference 2020

Akshit Pathania
Co - Chairperson

Abhishek Bindal
Co - Chairperson
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Arsheya Kang
Director



Nature of  Reports and Documentation Accepted in 
the Council

Evidence or proofs from the following sources will be accepted as credible in the 
committee:

1. News Sources

A. REUTERS – Any Reuters’ article which clearly makes mention of the fact 
stated or is contradicting the fact being stated by another delegate in the 
Council can be used to substantiate arguments in the committee.(http://
www.reuters.com). However, Reuters reports claiming to quote any 
individual affiliated directly or indirectly to any Governmental institution 
may not necessarily reflect the views of that government. Thus, Reuters’ 
reports can be denied by any member state in relation  to their policy and it 
is only when the report has been officially  accepted by the government in 
question that it shall be admitted as binding evidence or proof.

B. State operated News Agencies – These reports can be used in support of or 
against the State that owns the News Agency. These reports, if credible or 
substantial enough, can be used in support of or against any country. 
However, they can be denied by any other country in the Council. Some 
examples are:

- RIA Novosti (Russia) http://en.rian.ru/
- IRNA (Iran) http://www.irna.ir/ENIndex.htm
- Xinhua News Agency and CCTV (P.R. China) http://cctvnews.cntv.cn/

2. Government Reports

These reports can be used in a similar way as the State Operated News Agencies 
reports and can, under all circumstances, be denied by another country. However, a 
point that must be noted is that a report that is being denied by a certain country 
can still be accepted by the Executive Board, as credible information. Some 
examples are:
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A. Government Websites like the State Department of the United States of 
America http://www.state.gov/ ; The Ministry of Defense of the Russian 
Federation. (http://www.eng.mil.ru/en/index.html )

B. Ministry of Foreign Affairs of various nations like India (http://
www.mea.gov.in/ );

C. People’s Republic of China (http://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/ )

D. Permanent Representatives to the United Nations Reports http://
www.un.org/en/members/ (Click on any country to get the website of the 
Office of its Permanent Representative.)

E. Multilateral Organizations like the NATO (http://www.nato.int/cps/en/
natolive/index.html ); OPEC (http://www.opec.org/opec_web/en/)

3. UN Reports

A. All UN Reports are considered as credible information or evidence for the 
Executive Board.

B. UN Bodies like the UNSC (http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/ ) or UNGA (http://
www.un.org/en/ga/ )

C. UN Affiliated bodies like the International Atomic Energy Agency (http://
www.iaea.org/ ) World

D. Bank (http://www.worldbank.org/ ) 

E. International Monetary Fund (http://www.imf.org/external/index.html ) 

F. International Committee of the Red Cross (http://www.icrc.org/eng/
index.jsp )
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G. Treaty Based Bodies like the Antarctic Treaty System (http://www.ats.aq/e/
ats.html) or The International Criminal Court (http://www.icccpi.int/Menus/
ICC)

Please note that under no circumstances will sources like: 

A. Wikipedia (http://www.wikipedia.org/)

B. Amnesty International (http://www.amnesty.org/ ) or newspapers like 
The Guardian

C. (http://www.guardian.co.uk/ ) Times of India (http://
timesofindia.indiatimes.com/ ) be accepted in the Council.

Note: Each document’s source before its presentation in the Council should be 
available for verification in the Committee. Please carry the required reports in soft 
copy (saved directly from the source and unedited). Also, the background guide 
cannot be used as proof in the Council.
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About the Committee

The Human Rights Council is an inter-governmental body within the United 
Nations system which is responsible for strengthening the promotion and 
protection of human rights across the globe and for addressing cases of human 
rights violations and make recommendations for possible solutions. It has the 
ability to discuss all thematic human rights issues and situations that require global 
attention.. The meetings take place  at the United Nations Office, Geneva.

The Council is made up of 47 United Nations Member States which are elected by 
the UN General Assembly. The Human Rights Council replaced the former United 
Nations Commission on Human Rights. The Council was created by the United 
Nations General Assembly on 15 March 2006 by resolution 60/251. Its first session 
took place from 19 to 30 June 2006. One year later, the Council adopted its 
"Institution-building package",  to guide its work and  set up its procedures and 
mechanisms.

Among them was the Universal Periodic Review mechanism, which serves to 
assess the human rights situations in all United Nations Member States. The 
Advisory Committee which serves as the Council’s “think tank” providing it with 
expertise and advice on thematic human rights issues and, the Complaint 
Procedure which allows individuals and organisations to bring human rights 
violations to the attention of the Council.

The Human Rights Council also works with the UN Procedures established by the
former Commission on Human Rights and now assumed by the Council. These are 
made up of designated rapporteurs, special representatives, independent experts 
and, working groups which monitor, examine, advice and, publicly report on 
thematic issues or human rights situations in specific countries.
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Mandate of UNHRC 

The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) is mandated to 
promote and protect the utilisation and full realisation, by all people, of all rights 
established in the Charter of the United Nations and, in international human rights 
laws and treaties. OHCHR is guided by the mandate provided by the General 
Assembly in resolution 48/141, the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights and subsequent human rights instruments, the Vienna
Declaration and Programme of Action the 1993 World Conference on Human Rights 
and the 2005 World Summit Outcome Document. The mandate includes preventing 
human rights violations, securing respect for all human rights, promoting 
international cooperation to protect human rights, coordinating related activities 
throughout the United Nations, and strengthening and streamlining the United 
Nations system in the field of human rights. In addition to its mandated 
responsibilities, the Office tries to integrate a humanitarian  approach into all work 
carried out by United Nations agencies. 
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Vision for the Committee

Being a delegate in a committee like this makes it imperative for you to be able to not 
only have a sound understanding of all the humanitarian, social, political, legal and 
economic aspects of the agenda, but also demands  you to have a sensitive approach 
to it. By having a sensitive approach, we mean that you must pay  attention to the 
ground realities, the challenges involved and the aim for providing a sound logical 
reasoning, consistent with the realities of the situation for each argument proposed. 
Any discussion on the agenda will essentially be incomplete without having such an 
approach. Thus, we expect your arguments to be as inclusive as possible. Now, for an 
argument to be inclusive and complete in its form, it has to be stated with facts, 
reasoning and analysis. Once you make sure your argument incorporates  those three 
parameters, you can place yourself on the helm, content wise. Also, make sure that 
you question yourself on the arguments that you wish to make. That helps serve two 
important purposes:

1. It makes you confident of the argument that you are planning on proposing.
2. It helps you defend your stance and stand by it.

However, don’t refrain from making one at all, in case you are not able to serve the 
aforementioned purposes. This will aid your learning process. All of you might have 
your own reasons for coming to this conference. And whatever they may be, it’s
justified to have them. Nevertheless when you are dealing with an agenda like the one 
we have, it presents you with a great opportunity,  which if done right, can positively 
change your perspective towards how you see the world. So, yes, even though you all 
are coming as representatives of certain institutions and beliefs, having a mandate and 
stance of your own; do not let any of it come in conflict with basic principles of 
humanity and neither do let yourself be completely ignorant of them. A good debater 
is not one who can only speak and argue well, but rather one who can also pay an 
equally good amount of attention and listen to what others have to say. So, maybe this 
time, treat this committee as an opportunity where you make yourselves good 
listeners and take into consideration what others have to say, as well as try to 
appreciate that. Lastly, treat this one as a committee where you genuinely make an 
effort to learn, and not pretend to do so. 
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A Succinct Overview 

The People’s Republic of China has experienced rapid and critical changes in its 
political, economic, and societal realms over the past thirty years. These changes, in 
conjunction with China’s political and economic policies abroad, have left 
recognisable imprints on a variety of human rights issues. Most of the issues are 
interrelated, sharing three major factors that have emerged since China’s 1979 reform 
and economic opening: conservative and slow improvement in political and legal 
institutions; aggressive and vast yet uneven economic development; and the revival 
of traditional values such as Confucianism, which oftentimes forms social policies 
and political doctrines. Internationally, China’s growing economic muscle and its 
political weight also bring criticism from human rights organisations, movements, 
and activists. This criticism arises in opposition to China’s human rights abuses, in 
addition to the ways in which China engages with some corrupt and abusive regimes. 

China’s “One child policy” is arguably one of the most controversial policies—one 
that arouses a wide array of human rights concerns. The direct consequences of this 
policy include notorious sex-selective abortions and female infanticides, which are 
practiced under traditional gender norms and patriarchic social customs that favour 
boys over girls in most Chinese families. In the long run, Chinese society suffers 
from an imbalanced sex-ratio problem, which has wide ranging social ramifications. 
Issues such as trafficking in woman and children for forced marriage or sex slavery 
have become apparent, both internally and throughout China’s bordering regions. 
Stringent gender disparities also remind us of the ways in which homosexuality is 
stigmatised as unnatural and framed as a public health question, particularly with 
regards to HIV/AIDS. Gender discrimination expresses itself in many societal realms. 
In the workforce, women are deprived of an equal entitlement to land and a right to 
work; in education, the opportunities of primary education for many girls are limited, 
given the disparity and scarcity of education resources. 

China’s failure to realize its commitment to provide free compulsory education for 
children is exacerbated by the large number of migrant families who enter China in 
pursuit of economic opportunities. Costly and complicated procedures of educational 
registration hamper the continuation of education for children of migrant families. 
This lack of education, in conjunction with a workforce shortage, thanks to China’s 
one child policy, is a primary cause of both child labor and child trafficking. The 
latter is worsened by organised crime and governmental corruption. Fast growing 
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economic opportunities put demands on the labor force, while simultaneously helping 
to generate a widespread and desperate desire to get rich. Thus, the trafficking of 
infants and children becomes a lucrative business in which orphanage officials, 
corrupt police, and governmental officials are either directly involved or complicit. 

The institutional shortcomings of China’s penal and political systems are underpinned 
by the traditional priority of collective order and wellbeing over individual rights. In 
contrast to China’s aggressive economic opening, political reform is more 
conservative, establishing legislation for rights protections in name only. This 
political conservatism can be encapsulated in China’s most recent political doctrine, 
“Harmonious Society,” which was initiated in 2005 for the purpose of balancing 
economic growth with social justice. With its alleged roots in Confucianism, the idea 
of social harmony may be used as justification for curbing and generating tension 
with freedom of speech and other individual rights. This tension is also illustrated 
through the relationships that the Chinese central government has with Tibet and the 
Xingjiang Uyghur autonomous regions, as well. Issues such as the proper scope of 
autonomy, cultural preservation, religious freedom, economic opportunities, freedom 
of expression, among others, are most critical. Although international outcry for 
Tibetans and Uyghurs is oftentimes less pronounced than it is for other issues, these 
issues are, in some ways, more sensitive both internationally and politically, than 
China’s domestic human rights abuses. 
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Freedom of Expression

Chinese authorities continue to harass and detain journalists who cover human 
rights issues, as well as their interviewees. In January 2018, Chinese authorities 
forcibly disappeared Swedish citizen and bookseller, Gui Mihai while he was 
traveling with Swedish diplomats. Gui, a publisher of books on China’s political 
intrigues, had been imprisoned for two years from 2015 to 2017 after being 
abducted from Thailand. Media reports revealed that Google, which suspended its 
search service in China in 2010 citing censorship concerns, had been developing a 
censored search engine app for the Chinese market. The app would reportedly 
comply with China’s expansive censorship requirements by automatically 
identifying and filtering sites blocked by the Great Firewall, China’s internet 
filtering system.

The government also tightened its ideological grip over universities and 
educational institutions. A number of professors, including foreigners, were 
punished for making comments which were critical of the government. In July, the 
University of Nottingham Ningbo China removed Stephen Morgan from its 
management board after he wrote an online essay, criticising the Chinese 
Communist Party. 

In August, Guizhou University dismissed economics professor Yang Shaozheng, 
alleging him of “disseminating politically incorrect views.” Peking University did 
not renew the contract of American professor Christopher Balding, who had 
previously launched a campaign calling on the Cambridge University Press to 
resist the Chinese government’s pressure to censor academic articles.
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Freedom of Religion 

The government restricts religious practice to five officially recognised religions in 
government approved premises. Authorities maintain control over religious bodies’ 
personnel appointments, publications, finances, and seminary applications. The 
government classifies many religious groups outside its control as “evil cults,” and 
subjects their  members to police harassment, torture, arbitrary detention, and 
imprisonment.

In September, the Vatican and Beijing reached a historic deal, ending a decades-
long standoff over authority to appoint bishops in China. China’s estimated 12 
million Roman Catholics are divided between an underground community that 
pledges allegiance to the Pope and a government-run association where bishops are 
state appointed. Under the accord, Beijing will propose names for future bishops 
and the Pope will have a veto power over the appointments.

In August, in the heavily-Hui Muslim Ningxia region, thousands of Huis gathered 
to protest the demolition of the Grand Mosque in the town of Weizhou. Ningxia 
authorities have reportedly also moved Islamic icons and Arabic signs from streets 
across the region.

Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region

Reports about the detention of Uyghurs, Kazakhs and other predominantly Muslim 
ethnic groups continued in Xinjiang despite the government’s claim that it may 
eventually phase out purported “vocational training centres”, also known as 
“transformation-through-education” centres.  From early 2017, after the Xinjiang 
government had enacted a regulation enforcing the so-called “de-extremification”, 
an estimated amount of up to one million Uyghurs, Kazakhs and other ethnic 
minority people were sent to these internment camps.  Many religious figures, 
intellectuals and academics were also detained in Xinjiang merely for exercising 

their rights to freedom of religious practice and expression. This includes Ilham 
Tohti, a Uyghur economist, writer and professor who was sentenced to life in 
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prison in 2014 and Tashpolat Teyip, former president of Xinjiang University who 
was sentenced to death with a two-year reprieve in 2017, both on charges of 
“separatism”.

In March the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights stated that her office 
sought to engage with the Chinese government “for full access to carry out an 
independent assessment of the continuing reports pointing to a  wide pattern of 
enforced disappearances and arbitrary detentions, particularly in Xinjiang”.

In July, 25 countries issued a joint statement on Xinjiang at the UN Human Rights 
Council.    In September, Amnesty International, together with four other human 
rights organisations published a joint letter to the UN Secretary General, urging the 
UN to step up pressure on China to end the mass detentions in Xinjiang.

In November, the New York Times and the International Consortium of 
Investigative Journalists disclosed two sets of leaked documents from unidentified 
Chinese officials detailing the crackdown in Xinjiang and the framework for 
facilities where hundreds of thousands of predominantly Muslim ethnic groups are 
being subjected to brainwashing and other ill-treatment. The descriptions in these 
documents matched the testimonies Amnesty International received from former 
detainees and overseas relatives of those sent to the camps or who went missing in 
Xinjiang. The documents also further disproved the Chinese government’s claims 
that these facilities were merely “vocational training facilities”.
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Hong Kong

Beijing’s assault on Hong Kong’s sovereignty, particularly the right to freedom of 
expression, association and political participation, worsened considerably in 2018. 
The Hong Kong government has continued to disqualify pro-democracy figures 
from running for seats on Hong Kong’s Legislative Council (LegCo). In January 
and October, the Hong Kong Electoral Affairs Commission disqualified Demosisto 
Party candidate Agnes Chow and Labor Party candidate Lau Siu-lai, respectively, 
stating that their promotion of “self-determination” for Hong Kong is 
“inconsistent” with the Basic Law.

The Hong Kong and Chinese governments have harassed people for peaceful pro-
independence public discourse. In March, they denounced pro-democracy scholar 
Benny Tai, equating his hypothetical discussion of an independent  Hong Kong 
with “a threat to national security.” In August, Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
officials had requested that the Hong Kong Foreign Correspondents Club cancel a 
talk by Andy Chan, a pro-independence activist. After the club refused, Hong Kong 
authorities rejected without explanation, its vice-president’s application to renew 
his work visa.

In August, Demosisto reported that police had briefly detained and interrogated 
two members in the mainland in March and August. In September, a pro-
independence group, Student localism, said police in the mainland had harassed 
relatives of two members for their political activities in Hong Kong.

In September, new regulations went into effect, allowing mainland law to prevail 
in Hong Kong’s West Kowloon railway terminus and all operating trains going 
between Hong Kong and mainland China—a significant step in China’s erosion of 
Hong Kong’s autonomy.

In an unprecedented move, the Hong Kong government in September banned a 
political party—the pro-independence Hong Kong National Party. Authorities 
stated that the party “poses a real threat to national security,” against which they 
had to take “preventive measures.” 
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The sweeping new national security law that China imposed on Hong Kong, aimed 
at stamping out opposition to the ruling Communist Party in the former British 
colony, is a “devastating” human rights violation. Conceived in secrecy and passed 
on Tuesday without serious input from Hong Kong authorities,  the law sets up a 
vast security apparatus in the territory and gives Beijing broad powers to crack 
down on a variety of political crimes, including separatism and collusion.

Under the security law, however, Beijing has given itself wide latitude to interfere 
in Hong Kong’s legal affairs, insulated from scrutiny by local courts and 
lawmakers. The legislation will install into Hong Kong, a formidable network of 
security forces answering to Beijing. This includes a national security committee in 
the Hong Kong government and a national security office made up of mainland 
Chinese officers stationed in Hong Kong and handling cases according to mainland 
Chinese law.
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Sources 

• https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2019/country-chapters/china-and-tibet

• https://www.du.edu/korbel/hrhw/researchdigest/china/China.pdf

• https://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/asia-and-the-pacific/china/report-china/

• https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/30/world/asia/hong-kong-security-law-

explain.html
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